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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 

1 . SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON REMAINS CHAOTIC. 

FROM OUR LOCAL CONVERSATIONS AND INTELLIGENCE 
REPORTS, SEVERAL THREADS EMERGE: 

A. ISRAELIS AND CHRISTIAN REMNANT OF LEBANESE 

ARMY SEEM BENT ON CREATION OF CORDON SANITAIRE FROM 
AREA OF HASBAYYA, ALONG LEBANESE-ISRAEL BORDER TO 
SEA. WE ARE TOLD THAT, IN REACTION TO PALESTINIAN 
EXCESSES, SOME SHIA AND SUNNI MUSLIMS OF AREA ARE 
BEGINNING TO JOIN CHRISTIANS IN THIS EFFORT AND THAT 
DRUZE OF HASBAYYA AREA MAY ALSO COOPERATE, ONCE 
THEY ARE CONVINCED CHRISTIANS ARE WINNING. 

B. ISRAELIS AND CHRISTIANS MEANWHILE SHELLING 
NABATIYA INDISCRIMINATELY, AND SOME 100 MEN OF 
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INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES SENT THERE AS ACT OF 
PRESENCE UNABLE EVEN TO ATTEMPT TO CONTROL 
HOODLUMS OF VARIOUS FACTIONS TERRORIZING POPULATION. 

C. PALESTINIANS SEEM TO BE IN SOME DISARRAY 
THEMSELVES, BUT WE SUSPECT THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE 
FIGHTING POTENTIAL. CERTAINLY THEY ARE WELL ARMED. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WE DO NOT HAVE AN IMPRESSION OF MUCH COORDINATED 
MILITARY ACTIVITY ON THEIR PART, BUT LOCAL 
POPULATION CONTINUES BE DESPERATELY UNHAPPY WITH 
THEIR PRESENCE ACCORDING TO ALL REPORTS. THERE 
APPARENTLY IS NO LAW SOUTH OF SIDON. 

2. LEBANESE GOVERNMENT CONTINUES UNABLE DO 
ANYTHING CONTROL SITUATION. MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
SALMAN YESTERDAY TOLD ME HE POWERLESS AND THAT 
MATTER WAS IN HANDS OF PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER, WHO WEEKING SOLUTION THROUGH DIPLOMATIC 
CHANNELS. 

SALMAN IS APPARENTLY TRYING TO SHOVE PROBLEM 
UNDER RUG SO THAT IT WILL NOT DISTRACT HIM FROM 
HIS OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES. SIMILAR RATHER VACUOUS 
REMARK BY PIERRE GEMAYEL TO EFFECT IT IS UP TO 
U.S. AND SOVIETS TO SOLVE PROBLEM ILLUSTRATES 
DURABILITY OF LOCAL ATTITUDES AND MYTHS ABOUT 
FOREIGN POWERS. 

3. SAW FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS MORNING FEB 23 
FOR TOUR D'HORIZON, MUCH OF WHICH DEVOTED TO 
SOUTH. HE HAD TO LEAVE MEETING AFTER HALF HOUR 
TO DISCUSS SAME SUBJECT WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS, AND 
SEEMED AT THAT POINT TO HAVE NO IDEAS FOR SOLUTION, 
DIPLOMATIC OR OTHERWISE. 

4. THERE HAS BEEN GOOD DEAL OF GOING AND COMING 
BY VARIOUS PERSONALITIES, FROM MARONITE PATRIARCH 
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TO IMAM MUSA SADR, WHO ARE VISITING EACH OTHER, 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, ETC., ALL TALKING 
ABOUT GRAVITY OF SITUATION AND NEED FOR SOME SORT 
OF ACTION, BUT NO ONE OFFERING TO DO MUCH. I SUSPECT 
SARKIS IS GOING TO FOLLOW RAY HARE'S ADVICE AND 
MAINTAIN POSTURE OF ALERT INACTION, WAITING TO SEE 
HOW CONTEST DEVELOPS ON GROUND. 

5. THIS IS ABOUT ALL SARKIS CAN DO AT PRESENT, IN 
ANY EVENT, AND IT IS POSSIBLE COMBATANTS WILL IN 
TIME RUN OUT OF AMMUNITION AND ENERGY AND AREA 
WILL REACH STABLE EQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN OPPOSING 
FORCES. THERE IS, HOWEVER, POTENTIAL FOR SERIOUS 
DONNYBROOK EVENTUALLY INVOLVING EVERYONE- 
SYRIANS, LEBANESE, PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELIS. IF, 

AS MINISTER OF HEALTHER ALLEGES, THERE ARE 300,000 
PALESTINIANS IN AREA IN AND AROUND AND SOUTH OF 
SIDON, AND IF MY MILITARY ATTACHE'S ESTIMATE THAT 
7,000 OF THEM ARE ARMED FIGHTING MEN IS CORRECT, 
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IT SEEMS EVIDENT THAT THEY HAVE NOT PUT ANYTHING LIKE 
THEIR FULL WEIGHT INTO BATTLE, PRESUMABLY 
BECAUSE THEY ARE BEING RESTRAINED BY PLO. 

INCIDENT SUCH AS SUDDEN SYRIAN MOVE AGAINST SABRA 
AND CHATILA CAMPS NEAR BEIRUT COULD PROVIDE 
CATALYST WHICH WOULD START REACTION LEADING TO 
DESPERATE, ORGANIZED MILITARY INITIATIVE BY 
PALESTINIANS. LEBANESE SOUTH TODAY LOOKS 
INCREASINGLY LIKE THEIR MASSADA. WE NOT WILLING TO 
PREDICT WHOM THEY WOULD REACT AGAINST, BUT 
RESULT WOULD BE BLOODY. 

6. WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING UPDATE OF ISRAELI 
CIVILIAN AS WELL AS MILITARY EVALUATION OF SITUATION 
IN AREA. 

PARKER 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISSIDENT FACTIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BEIRUT00827 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770065-0835 
Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977021 5/aaaaamwo. tel 

Line Count: 130 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e876c1bf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3245873 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, PBOR, LE, US, IS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e876c1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



